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work for the county clerk’s office
. in 1966 and became county clerk
in 1969. His salary was $14,000,
Goodman told John Werner, the
chief clerk for Manhattan Supreme
Court, in a 2009 interview for an
oral history for the Historical

Society of the New York Courts.
Unlike the rest of the state,
where county clerks are elected to
terms, New York City’s five county
clerks are given lifetime appoint-

ments. Goodman’s predecessor . -

served for almost two decades
and left the office when he was
80 years old. b

‘But in Goodman’s long tenure,
he oversaw the transformation of
the office from.a largely paper-

and-pen operatlon back when

jurors were picked from a punch
card mac,hlne in the courthouse
basement, to the era of electronic
court records and e-filing.

After Chief Judge Judith Kaye
became head of the state judiciary
in 1993, Goodman took part in

efforts to reform juries in New

York. Among the changes imple-
mented around that time, Werner
said in an interview, was eliminat-
ing the time-honored practice of
doling out jury-waivers to lawyers,
doctors and other politically con-
nected professionals with friends
in high places, which Werner said
had a considerable effect on the
demographic composition of Man-
hattan juries.

Werner said in an interview

that Goodman was an intellectual- -

ly curious sort who was especially
interested in the histories of the
court system and the Foley Square
area, which sits near the old site
of the Five Points tenements and
where the Manhattan courthouse
complex stands today, including
the courthouse at 60 Cenire St.
Frustrated that the New York
City government wouldn’t devote
funds to make repairs:to 60 Centre
St., Goodman once led a group of
prominent Manhattan attorneys
to raise private funds to make

Goodman at the Manhattan Supreme Court rotunda

improvements to the courthouse.
That included the courthouse
rotunda, which features a mural
that, like much of the artwork
around the courthouse, was
completed as a Works Progress
Administration project.

Such murals also adorn the.
walls of the jury assembly room

on the fourth floor of 60 Centre
St., which was dubbed the Nor-
man Goodman Jury Assembly
Room.

Goodman retired at the end of
2014 and was succeeded in the
position by Milton Adair Tingling,
a former Manhattan judge.

Betty Weinberg Ellerin, a retired
justice who served on the Appel-
late Division, First Department
and who now works as senior

counsel for Alston & Bird and was
a friend of Goodman'’s for about
a half-century, said that, from a

judge’s perspective, “there was

only Norman Goodman and [ hope
others in his position aspire to
follow his example.”

Goodman is preceded in death
by his wife, Penny. He is survived
by his brother, Robert; his daugh-
ters, Susan and Nancy; and two
grandchildren.

Goodman’s funeral is sched-
uled for 12:30 p.m. on Sunday
at the Plaza Jewish Community
Chapel at 630 Amsterdam Ave.,
which is at the intersection with
91st Street. '
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